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Outside Bodies Reports 2017/18 

Cumbria Health Scrutiny Committee 

The changes which I outlined in last year’s report have been proceeding apace. NHS England 
contracts and responsibilities in South Cumbria have transferred from the West Cumbria and North 
East team to the Lancashire and South Cumbria CCG. There is a far clearer and more logical 
division in the provision of services in the north and south of Cumbria. There have been important 
changes in personnel and structures. Clinical provision is often outstandingly good but the 
administrative aspect still needs improvement. Recent events in Furness emphasise the continued 
importance of scrutiny. 

Much has been done but there are still problems. Communication with communities still remains 
inadequate in many areas especially the rural ones. There is failure to recognise the particular 
problems of rural tourist areas. The national government and NHS England appear to have no 
comprehension of the burden placed on rural practices and pharmacies by the health demands of 
tourists. I have emphasised that basing provision for GP practices on the number of local residents 
disadvantages areas such as Central Lakes.  Provision is assessed by the number on the electoral 
register even in Elterwater, which now has 85% second homes/holiday lets. At one meeting I was 
told that “tourists are never ill”. Fortunately the Better Care together team in the Morecambe Bay 
area has acknowledged that so far too little has been spent on rural areas. They plan to act to 
remedy this. I hope to be co-operating in the setting up of rural hubs which will encourage patients 
to co-operate in the prevention of disease as well as the cure. 

Consultation with communities remains variable, rural areas often miss out, but we are promised 
more in the coming months. It is vital that we all encourage as many individuals as possible to 
respond to this. Factual details of problems are vital evidence needed if there is to be improvement. 

Lake District National Park Authority 
 
Now that World Heritage Site status has been achieved, it is important for LDNPA to live up to its 
promise that this will lead to Improvements in standards and the provision of services. The goal is 
excellence, not increased traffic delays. The problems faced by farmers, especially after Brexit, are 
being seriously addressed by LDNPA. There are already some encouraging examples of the 
benefits of diversification and a determination to look at innovative solutions. This goes hand in 
hand with the maintenance of traditional cultural assets. The apprentices are a valuable part of the 
preservation of old skills and values. The Park Strategy and Vision committee, on which I sit, has 
an important part to play in securing this. We must ensure that cuts in government funding do not 
harm our cultural heritage through the reduction of staff such as archaeologists and conservators.  

The Local Plan is under examination and a series of surveys into allocations of land for housing 
and employment have been undertaken. The targets for housing, whether for social or local needs, 
have been exceeded and there is hope for further progress. It is a pity that some landowners have 
refused to release land for what promised to be beneficial schemes. It is especially important that 
the economy is improved by schemes which produce a higher standard of employment activity. The 
drift of young people from the National Park is due to lack of employment with good prospects as 
much as to the high price of housing. 

There is a tension between the need to increase the income needed to maintain the Park and 
adhering to the other aspects of the vision. Where there is conflict I adhere to the principle that 
preservation of the landscape must prevail. Zip-wires have their place but fortunately the RAF 
ensured that is not over Thirlmere. 
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